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ARRANGEMENT 

 

 

 

 
 

 
Safeguarding 

Unit to be 

informed 

 
 

Lead Officer for 

Private 

Fostering to be 

informed 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 

 

Notification required within 48 

hours of arrangement starting. 

 
Existing Private fostering 

arrangement - 

Notification to be made 
immediately. 

 
Proposed Private fostering 

arrangement- Notification 

within 6 weeks before 
arrangement is due to start. 

Notification to IFD on 0345 850 3503 

IFD to gather information, confirm Private Fostering criteria met 

and refer for assessment.  

The Kinship Team undertakes the 
statutory assessment to determine the 
suitability of the arrangement; where 

there are no concerns and therefore child 
in need and/or child protection plans do 

not apply, the Kinship Team undertake the 
supervision and support of these cases in 
accordance with statutory requirements. 

Private fostering assessment to determine:  

• Suitability of private foster carer to support 

child’s need 
• Suitability of accommodation to support 

child. 

• Social worker will arrange for DBS check 
of foster carer, all members of household 
over 18 and frequent visitors over 16 

 

• CiN visits to be undertaken a 

minimum of every 20 working 

days 

• Reviews of CiN Plan to be 

undertaken after 3 months  

• Review of CiN Plan to be 

undertaken every 6 months 

thereafter. 
Requirement placed 

on private foster 

carer 

 
Private foster carer 

prohibited 

Visits to be undertaken every 6 

weeks in first year 

Visits to be undertaken every 

12 weeks after 2 years+ 

Note of visit to be recorded on 

case file. 

End of Private Fostering 

arrangement when child reaches 

the age of 16years. 

YES NO 

Prohibition 

notification to be 

made in writing 

YES NO 

The Social Worker will undertake an initial visit within 7 days to 

the premises where the child will live and carry out the following 

task: 

• speak to the private foster carer and other members of the 

household; 

• speak to the child, alone unless the officer considers it 

inappropriate; and, 

• speak to and if possible, visit the parents. 
• ensure that the purpose and likely duration of the private 

fostering arrangement is understood by and agreed between 
the parents and the private foster carers 

• understand the wishes and feelings of the child, the suitability 

of other members of the private foster carer’s household. 

• ensure that the parents are involved in planning for the child 

and explore whether the child’s needs may be more 

appropriately met by providing services to the child and parent 

at home 

• consider the suitability of the proposed accommodation. 
• consider the capacity of the proposed private foster carer to 

look after the child. 

• consider the suitability of other members of the proposed 

private foster carer’s household. 

• check that the financial matters are in order and the contact 

arrangements are working (where the child is already placed) 

• Ensure that relevant health and education arrangements are in 

place for the child 

• Understand how decisions about the care of the child will be 

taken 

• Ensure that the private foster carer, the parents of the child 
and any other person concerned with the child are being given 

such advice as deemed necessary 

• Ensure the child's physical, intellectual, emotional, social and 

behavioural development is appropriate and satisfactory; 

• Ensure the child's religious, racial, cultural and linguistic needs 

are being met; 

• Ensure the financial arrangements for the care and 

maintenance are working; 

• Ensure the child is receiving appropriate health care; 
• Ensure the standards of care that the child is given. 

Private Fostering Process 
Flow Chart 

 

Social Worker, alongside the Kinship Team to visit the child/ren and 
private foster carer within 7days of notification and record on Liquid 

Logic.  

Where Child Protection plan or a child 
in need plan has been or already is in 

place, the Locality Safeguarding Teams 
retain responsibility for the children in 
placement including compliance with 

statutory visit requirements.  

Outcome from assessment as to whether Child 
In Need or Child Protection.  

Private fostering Assessment completed. 

Team Manager confirmation 

of suitability for Private 

Foster arrangement. 

Requirement to be 

made in writing 

and noted on 

Liquid Logic 

Child to be 

returned to 

parent/s or 

alternative plan 

sought.  

Single Assessment completed. 


