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EARLY SUPPORT
Early Support provides help when a need is identified 
at any point in a child’s life. It is not a service specific 
to one organisation, but rather a collaborative 
approach across all agencies and partners to work 
with children and families to prevent the need for 
statutory intervention. Across the Wakefield District, 
every person working or volunteering with children 
and families, regardless of organisation, status or 
position, has a responsibility to support the delivery 
of early support and where needed, ensure a family 
has access to appropriate services.

NO ADDITIONAL SUPPORT 

NEEDED
Most children reach their full potential 

through the care of their families and 

communities.
Universal services are provided 

to all children and their families 

through community networks such 

as schools, primary healthcare, 

family and youth hubs, leisure services, 

voluntary and community groups.

REQUIRES IMMEDIATE 
SAFEGUARDING SUPPORT
Some children may require an immediate referral
to the Integrated Front Door (IFD) / Multi-Agency
Safeguarding Hub (MASH) for an assessment to be
completed to better understand their needs.

REQUIRES 
MORE SUPPORT 
Some children and families will have
more acute needs and require support 
for these to be met.

Typically, this support is for children 
who are unlikely to reach or maintain a 
satisfactory level of mental or physical 
health or development. Children's 
neeeds are more complex, and they 
are at risk of social or educational 
exclusion. In addition, their welfare, 
social or educational development is 
being impaired wothout the provision 
of Family Help.

To access a copy of the Continuum of Need: 
A Framework To Support Decision Making 
please scan the QR code or visit 
www.wakefieldscp.org.uk/professionals/procedures/

Worried about a child?
www.wakefieldscp.org.uk/worried-about-a-child/


